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1. Purpose

This policy sets out the requirements, application process, and ongoing obligations for
individuals seeking to become, and remain, certified Trainers for The Global Biodiversity
Standard (TGBS). Trainers play a critical role in ensuring the quality, consistency, and
integrity of TGBS assessor training globally.

2.Scope

This policy applies to all individuals seeking Trainer status under TGBS and complements
the existing provisions for assessors set out in Section 8 of The Global Biodiversity Standard:
Manual for Assessment and Best Practices’.

3. Definition of TGBS Trainer

TGBS Trainer: a certified TGBS Assessor who is authorised by the TGBS Secretariat to deliver
official TGBS assessor training and contribute to maintaining the integrity and consistency
of TGBS assessments across regions. Special requirements are CERP knowledge and
passing the TGBS assessor exams with a score of 80%+ (see below for details about the
requirements).

Following accreditation, a newly certified TGBS Trainer will act in the role of Assistant Trainer
for the first two Assessor Courses they deliver. During this period, two more experienced
Trainers must act as Lead Trainers and hold overall responsibility for course delivery,
including ensuring that all required topics are covered in accordance with TGBS
requirements. After successfully delivering two Assessor Courses in the role of Assistant
Trainer, the trainer becomes qualified to act as a Lead Trainer. All Assessor Courses must
be delivered by a minimum of two Lead Trainers, plus one or more Assistant Trainers.

" Bartholomew and Mosyaftiani et al. (2024). The Global Biodiversity Standard: Manual for assessment and
best practices. BGCI, Richmond, UK & SER, Washington, D.C. USA. Available at:
www.biodiversitystandard.org/our-method
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4. Eligibility Requirements for Trainer Status

Applicants for TGBS Trainer status must meet all of the following requirements:

4.1 TGBS Assessor Certification

Applicants must:

e Have successfully completed the TGBS Assessor Course.
o Hold valid TGBS Assessor certification at the time of application.

4.2 TGBS Assessor Examination

Applicants must:

e Have passed the TGBS Assessor Examination, comprising both written and practical
components.

e Achieve a minimum overall score of 80% across the examination components.

4.3 Knowledge Base in Ecological Restoration

Applicants must demonstrate a knowledge base equivalent to the Society for Ecological
Restoration (SER) Certified Ecological Restoration Practitioner (CERP) programme. This
includes competencies across biological sciences, physical sciences, resource
management and conservation, quantitative sciences, and ecological restoration.

The TGBS Secretariat will assess this requirement through:

e Academic qualifications

e Documented professional training and experience aligned with the SER CERP
knowledge framework.

4.4 Continuing Education Credits (CECs)

Continuing Education Credits (CECs) are used to recognise ongoing professional
development relevant to ecological restoration, biodiversity assessment, and TGBS
implementation.

4.4.1 CEC Requirements

e Initial Trainer status: minimum 25 CECs within the last five years

e Maintenance of Trainer status (5-year renewal): minimum 50 CECs



https://www.ser.org/general/custom.asp?page=CERPApplications
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e Toensure balanced professional development, certification renewal requires that, of
the 50 total CECs required, at least 10 must be earned from 'Assessor training events'
and at least 10 from 'Mentoring or Assessments.' The total 50 CECs will only be
considered valid if these minimum category thresholds are fully met

CECs used to qualify for initial Trainer status cannot be reused for renewal.

4.4.2 Eligible CEC Categories and Credit Values

The CEC categories recognised by TGBS are outlined in Table 1. Minimum and maximum
thresholds apply to ensure balanced professional development.
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Table 1 - Eligible continuing education credits to become or maintain TGBS trainer status

Training or Number of

Professional Activity Continuing Maximum

Category Sub-category Education Credits | permitted Verification
Assessor training

event Lead trainer 10 25 Secretariat
Assessor training

event Assistant trainer 10 25 Secretariat/Hub
Mentoring Essentials

Module Mentor 10 25 Secretariat
Mentoring

Sustainability Module | Lead mentor 10 25 Secretariat
Mentoring

Enrichment Module

(1 topic) Mentor 10 25 Secretariat
Mentoring

Enrichment Module

(1 topic) Assistant mentor 5 25 Secretariat/Hub
TGBS Assessment Lead Assessor 10 25 Secretariat
TGBS Assessment Assistant Assessor 5 25 Secretariat/Hub
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Training or Number of

Professional Activity Continuing Maximum

Category Sub-category Education Credits | permitted Verification

TGBS Certified Plan

Assessment Lead Assessor 6 25 Secretariat

TGBS Plan

Assessment Assistant Assessor 3 25 Secretariat/Hub

TGBS Assessment Reviewer 4 25 Secretariat

TGBS focused

presentation* 3 25 Secretariat/Hub

TGBS focused

workshop* 6 25 Secretariat/Hub

TGBS Engagement

session (1 hour) 0.5 15 Secretariat/Hub

CERP equivalent Completion of college-level continuing CERP Pre-

CECs education coursework (1 hour) 1 15 Approval
Attendance of specialized training (e.g.,

CERP equivalent short courses, workshops, field tours, CERP Pre-

CECs webinars) (1 hour) 1 15 Approval
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Training or Number of

Professional Activity Continuing Maximum

Category Sub-category Education Credits | permitted Verification

CERP equivalent Attendance at conference sessions and CERP Pre-

CECs symposia (2 hours) 1 15 Approval
Instruction of specialized training (e.g.,

CERP equivalent short courses, workshops, field tours, CERP Pre-

CECs webinars) (1 hour) 1 15 Approval

CERP equivalent Preparation of book publicationin a

CECs relevant topic 10 10 No

CERP equivalent Preparation of book chapter publication in

CECs arelevant topic 5 15 No

CERP equivalent Preparation of peer-reviewed publication in

CECs arelevant topic 5 15 No

CERP equivalent Preparation of other educational materials,

CECs including TGBS mentoring materials 1 15 No
Completion of volunteer service for a not-
for-profit organization, focusing on

CERP equivalent ecological restoration-related activities (4

CECs hours) 1 15 No
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Training or Number of

Professional Activity Continuing Maximum

Category Sub-category Education Credits | permitted Verification
TGBS leadership Board member (1 year) 5 25 Secretariat
TGBS leadership Steering Committee member (1 year) 3 25 Secretariat
TGBS leadership Hub lead (1 year) 2 25 Secretariat
TGBS leadership Hub forum attendance (6 meetings) 4 25 Secretariat
TGBS leadership Cross-Hub Learning Exchange 5 25 Secretariat

*presentation vs workshop: independently on the duration, a presentation would consist in a class or seminar on TGBS, while a workshop

would also involve an interactive portion with the participants besides the presentation portion.
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5. Application Process and Timing

5.1 Application Windows

To align with the SER CERP programme, applications for TGBS Trainer status will be
accepted during two fixed annual application windows:

o Intake 1: applications close 30 April each year
o Intake 2: applications close 31 October each year

Applications received outside these windows will be held over to the nextreview cycle. Exact
review timelines will be published annually by the TGBS Secretariat.

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis year-round. Applications received by 30 April
will be reviewed by 30 June; applications received by 31 October will be reviewed by 31
December.

5.2 Application Submission

Applicants must submit:

e Proof of valid TGBS Assessor certification

e Evidence of completion of at least 25 eligible CECs using the TGBS Trainer CEC
template

e Documentation demonstrating alignment with the SER CERP knowledge base

All applications are reviewed by the TGBS Secretariat, which reserves the right to request
additional information or clarification.

6. Trainer Certification and Validity

o Successful applicants will be granted TGBS Trainer certification.

e Trainer certification is valid for a period of five (5) years.
e Certified Trainers will be listed on the public TGBS assessor registry.
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7. Maintenance and Renewal of Trainer Status

7.1 Continuing Education Requirements

To maintain Trainer status upon renewal, Trainers must complete a minimum of 50 eligible
CECs within each five-year certification period.

The same category limits and minimum distribution requirements outlined in Section 4.4
apply to renewal.

CECs used to obtain initial Trainer status may not be reused for renewal.
7.2 Renewal Process
At the end of the five-year period, Trainers must:

e Submit a renewal application at least 60/90 days prior to the expiration date. If the
deadline is missed, unless three years have passed, Trainers need to apply following
the renewal requirements; passed three years they need to apply as from the start.

e Provide evidence of completed CECs using the TGBS Trainer CEC template.

o Complete any TGBS-mandated refresher training or examinationsin place atthe time
of renewal.

Failure to meet renewal requirements may result in suspension or removal of Trainer status.

8. Alignment with SER CERP Programme

TGBS Trainer requirements are intentionally aligned with the SER CERP programme to:

e Ensure international credibility and consistency
o Facilitate mutual recognition of professional development activities
e Promote best practice in ecological restoration training

Where possible, SER CERP-approved activities will automatically qualify as eligible CECs
for TGBS.

9. Oversight and Review

This policy is administered by the TGBS Secretariat and will be reviewed periodically to
ensure alignment with evolving best practice, SER guidance, and the needs of the TGBS
network.




